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Welcome Spring opened the door. Lai An went back. Hsi-men
entered the room and looked at the portrait of his dead wife.
He asked whether they had offered food before it. "We have
just made an offering/' Heart's Delight told him.
Hsi-m&n sat down on a chair and Welcome Spring brought
him tea. He told her to help him undress. Heart's Delight^
finding that he was going to spend the night, quickly made
the bed and warmed it with a hot-water bottle. Then she helped
him to bed and Hibiscus went out to shut the corner door. The
two maids went to sleep in the other room.
When he asked for more tea, the maids were too sleepy to
wish to get it. They told Heart's Delight to hurry. She took off
her clothes and got into bed with him. The wine he had drunk
had aroused Hsi-men's passions. Aliquantum medicament!
secreti cepit et in penem fibulam imposuit. in tergo mulier
iacuit; ille cruribus divaricatis ferox se urgebat dum lingua
alterius frigeret et cunnus fonte largo rigaretur. She called
him all the tender names she could think of. It was the middle
of the night and so silent that the noise they made might have
been heard far away. Hsi-inSn Ch'ing found the woman's
body as yielding as down. He put his arms round her and
kissed her, then told her to squat upon the bed et sugere.
She did so, to his great satisfaction.
"My child," Hsi-men said to her, "your skin is as white
as the Sixth Lady's was. Being with you is like being with her.
Treat me well and faithfully and I will be kind to you."
"You must not say that," Heart's Delight said. "Comparing
me with her is like comparing Earth with Heaven. But my
husband is dead, and, if you do not hate a creature so ugly
as I am, look at me sometimes and I shall be more than
content."
Hsi-men Ch'ing asked how old she was.
"My animal is the Hare, and I am thirty-one."
"You are a year younger than I am," he said. He was
delighted to find that not only did she talk sensibly, but she
was no mean performer on the bed. Next morning she waited
upon him hand and foot, put on his shoes and socks, and
helped him to dress his hair. The two maids, Welcome Spring
and Hibiscus, could not get near him. Heart's Delight asked
him to Rive her some white silk to make a mourning gown

